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Introduction 

Before the early 20th century, workers' compensation did not subsist in the United 

States. At this point, most people worked for themselves. Excluding those who did not, in 

the early days of the industrial revolution, when a worker was injured at work, the case 

had to be taken all the way through the maze of the courts for "justice." Injured workers 

usually lost these cases, due to three common defenses used by companies. These 

defenses, which developed from common law in England, incorporated the "fellow 

servant" rule, the rule of "assumption of risk" in addition to the rule of "contributory 

negligence."  

The "fellow servant" rule merely said that if another worker was even partly at 

liability for an accident, the company itself was not to be held in charge in any way. The 

rule of "assumption of risk" said that when workers were wounded working in "risky" 

occupations; it was their responsibility for accepting hazardous working circumstances in 

the first place. The third rule, of "contributory negligence," said that if a worker was even 

partly to blame for an accident or injury, the corporation also should not be held 

responsible.  

As one may picture, most companies were much better prepared than their injured 

employees when it came to participating in the waiting game of the courts. Since most 

workers lost, it was usually useless to even try. For this reason it became obvious that 

workers needed a few measure of protection from the burden of injuries on the job 

(Matkin, 1985).  

The Present System of the Worker’s Compensation Law 
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Workers' compensation is a type of insurance, with the best paid by employers. 

Each state has its own workers' compensation law and as a result its own set of rules. 

Additional laws are relevant to railroad workers, federal employees, along with others. 

Essentially, nonetheless, the laws have a general purpose and consequently have 

similarities.  

Similarities in State Laws  

The main comparison is the "no fault" character of the law. In the insurance 

world, the phrase "no fault" means that it does not matter who is at mistake, and makes 

out that at times no one is at fault. What does matter is that condition be made for the 

worker's medical care as well as loss of earning power. In return for prearranged as well 

as certain benefits, employees renounce the right to sue their employers. In return for 

certain limits on the amount of the benefits, the employer must offer for all injured 

workers, even when the injuries could not unavoidably have been prevented.  

It can be seen that both workers as well as employers "gave up" certain rights 

when the laws were ratified. An employee might have gotten a much larger quantity of 

compensation for a severe in-jury under the old technique. Nonetheless, most employees 

gained, while merely a few lost. The employer, conversely, has to pay even if not at 

mistake. In response, the employer is not subjected to long, expensive defense and 

potentially pricey settlements. Indeed, one of the main reasons of workers' compensation 

laws is to evade extended legal battles and give injured workers a means to endure during 

their recovery period.  
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The other most important comparison is that all states offer the same types of 

benefits. These include payment of medical expenses as well as "wage loss" of injured 

employees.  

Workers' Compensation Benefits  

Medical benefits in most states include doctor, drug, hospital, medical testing, in 

addition to therapy. Some states offer "rehabilitation," which may or may not comprise 

occupational rehabilitation. Occupational rehabilitation comprises services that help the 

worker in returning to profitable employment.  

Wage loss benefits are in general of two types: temporary as well as permanent. 

Both temporary as well as permanent wage loss benefits can be additionally subdivided 

into two groups: partial and total. Additionally, most states have a "death benefit," which 

is paid to workers' families when death fallout from on-the-job accidents (Tramposh, 

1991).  

Other Workers' Compensation Laws  

Some workers are covered under other laws that are comparable to the state laws 

but are not known as "workers' compensation." Generally, these are people who work in 

circumstances where it would be hard to conclude which state law should be relevant. 

These comprise in employees of the railroad workers, federal government, and long-

shore as well as harbor workers, along with seamen. Coal miners fall under workers' 

compensation for normal on-the-job damages, but they also have a special law covering 

black lung disease.  

Coverage for Federal Employees  
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Federal employees are covered under a law known as the Federal Employees' 

Compensation Act (FECA). FECA provides coverage to all federal civilian employees 

and was initially recognized in 1908 (U. S. Chamber of Commerce, 1990).  

Coverage for Railroad Workers  

Railroad workers are covered under the Federal Employers' Liability Act (FELA), 

enacted in the year 1906. This law is not like most workers' compensation laws in that it 

is not a "no fault" law. With the purpose of being covered, the employee must verify that 

the employer was neglectful (Matkin, 1985).  

Coverage for Seamen and Long-shore and Harbor Workers  

Long-shore in addition to harbor workers is covered under the Long-shore and 

Harbor Workers' Compensation Act (LHWCA) passed in the year 1927. Seamen are 

covered under the Merchant Marine Act of 1920. A seaman is described as a worker who 

is either a master or a member of a crew or vessel. A longshoreman is one who is 

concerned in the loading or unloading of a vessel and who is not a master or a member of 

a crew. The Jones Act for Seamen is comparable to FELA for railroad employees, while 

LHWCH essentially affirms that the worker is covered under the state workers' 

compensation law while at the dock and under the Jones Act while at sea.  

Supplemental Coverage for Black Lung Disease in Coal Miners  

The Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety Act of 1969 (FCMHSA) was passed 

after a 1968 coal mine explosion as well as fire focused national attention on working 

circumstances in U.S. coal mines. This legislation offered benefits to coal miners as well 

as their families in the case of death or disability due to black lung disease. Other coal 
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mine injuries and accidents are covered under conventional state workers' compensation 

laws (Tramposh, 1991).  

Workers Compensation Law in California  

The Workers' Compensation Administration Revolving Fund is a special 

description in the State Treasury, and moneys in the fund may be spent by the 

Department of Industrial Relations, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for the 

administration of the Workers' Compensation Program. Earlier, the law required that 80% 

of the costs of the agenda be borne by the General Fund and 20% of the costs of the 

program be borne by the employers through appraisals charged by the Director of 

Industrial Relations. These employer assessments have been altered to surcharges and 

must now account for the total expenses of the agenda.  

The Return to Work Program has also been added to the operations financed by 

the Workers' Compensation Administration Revolving Fund. To the level funds are 

available, the agenda will compensate up to $1,250 of expenses to lodge a provisionally 

disabled worker or $2,500 to lodge a permanently disabled worker. Only private 

employers with 50 or fewer full-time employees are entitled for repayments from the 

program.  

Temporary disability benefits are restricted to 104 weeks within a period of 2 

years from the date of origination of temporary disability payments. These benefits may 

be unmitigated to 240 weeks summative within the first 5 years after the date of injury for 

the following injuries: acute as well as chronic hepatitis B, acute and chronic hepatitis C, 

amputations, human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)severe burns, , chemical burns to the 

eyes,  high-velocity eye injuries, pulmonary fibrosis, as well as chronic lung disease.  
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Beginning in the year 2005, employers may institute medical provider networks in 

an effort to perk up medical care for injured employees by providing them with an 

alternative of physicians. The networks need to offer sufficient numbers and types of 

physicians and enough access to offer treatment in accord with operation controls 

recognized by the Division of Workers' Compensation. In building up a medical provider 

network, an employer or insurer has the elite right to settle on the members of the 

network. A self-governing medical review can be demanded by an injured worker who 

has had three physician outlooks in the medical provider network that clash the worker's 

request for medical service.  

The distribution of permanent disability is now based on causation. Each 

physician organizing a report on the subject of permanent disability must now deal with 

the matter of causation and resolve the estimated percentage of the permanent disability 

that was caused by the present work-related injury, and what segment was caused by 

other factors, including preceding industrial injuries. An employer is merely accountable 

for the segment of disability directly caused by the injury. When the last payment of 

provisional disability has been made, and not considering of whether the degree of 

permanent disability can be determined at that point, the employer is to commence 

payment of evenhanded estimates of permanent disability.  

The Administrative Director, after discussion with the Insurance Commissioner, 

is requisite to contract with a competent organization to study the workers' compensation 

insurance market and the consequence of the 2003 and 2004 reform legislation on 

workers' compensation insurance premium rates.  
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The fine for failure to offer workers' compensation was augmented to double the 

quantity of premium that would otherwise have been due to secure the payment of 

compensation during the time compensation was not protected, but not less that $10,000. 

A second such infringement is liable to be punished by: imprisonment for a period not to 

go beyond 1 year; or a fine of triple the sum of premium that would otherwise have been 

due to secure the payment of compensation during the time disbursement was not 

secured, but not less than $50,000; or by both detention and a fine (Whittington, 2004).  

The Insurance Company  

Part of the development of the configuration of medical care in the United States 

has been reliant on the progress of means of paying for that care. The U.S. system is to 

some extent exclusive, in that health care is financed in a complex manner. Some is 

financed confidentially or by the patients themselves; some openly, through state, federal, 

or local governments; and some not directly, through various insurance plans available 

either confidentially, through employers, or through workers' compensation. 

History of Insurance in the United States  

Insurance coverage for accidents first became accessible in the United States in 

the mid-nineteenth century. The first group health insurance plan became accessible to 

the employees of Montgomery Ward in 1910 (Jonas, 1981).  

The Concept of Insurance  

Insurance is essentially a responsibility that pools certain "risks" over a large 

group of people. By these resources, the risks of certain "improbable events" that could 

financially destroy an individual are shared by a large group of people.  
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For a $10,000 risk, an insurance company may accuse the group of people 

someplace between $12,000 and $14,000. The further $2,000 to $4,000 is for managerial 

as well as overhead costs, sales costs, claims costs, and profit. This is in fact a very good 

deal for both individuals as well as companies, since the insurance company spreads the 

risk over a large population.  

We all recognize that when we toss a coin the odds are that half of the flips will 

be heads and half of the flips will be tails. Nonetheless, in the first ten trials it is potential 

that all ten may be tails. If we flip the coin one hundred times, fifty-five flips may finish 

up tails. If we flip the coin one thousand times, there is quite a good chance that tails will 

be flipped close to five hundred times. The larger the number, the greater the chance that 

the outcome will be 50:50 (Tramposh, 1991).  

Disputes in Workers' Compensation  

The main purpose of the workers' compensation system is to offer income during 

a period of disability to workers injured on the job or who build up work-related illnesses. 

even though it was estimated that some argument would be predictable, this insurance 

system was intended to diminish the need for court case over liability for work-related 

injuries as well as illnesses while offering basic income security to disabled workers.  

The Michigan workers' compensation claims procedure begins on the date of 

injury or disablement with the worker filing a claim in opposition to the firm's insurer. If 

there is no argument, the insurer begins paying remuneration replacement benefits after 

the constitutional waiting period plus medical costs. The employer may, nonetheless, 

argue a claim by filing a Notice of Dispute. The Notice of Dispute may just confront a 

detail of the case or declare that the firm has no accountability, an efficient denial of the 
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claim. By regulation, this is the employer's decision; nonetheless, many employers are 

dependent on their insurers as well as insurer practices for supervision.  

If the argument is substantive, the claimant can demand a hearing before a 

workers' compensation magistrate to start or restart benefits. At this instant, the claim is 

recognized as a "contested case". A case may be established or dropped before it is heard. 

It may be established at a hearing, or the concluding step may be the compliance of the 

claim to the Appeal Board.  

Typical reasons for disagreement take in: whether or not the damage is "work-

related;" whether or not revival has occurred; and, less often, whether or not the worker 

refused a lawful offer of employment. Michigan is first and foremost a "wage-loss" state, 

where disability is classified in terms of restriction on earning capacity and benefits are 

paid on the basis of lost wages. Thus, the degree of impairment is hardly ever an issue, in 

contrast to most states which use injury rating schemes. However, in competition cases 

that are settled in the type of a single lump-sum payment, the sternness of injury is an 

understood factor in settlement size.  

These bases of conflict are the external demonstrations of a fundamental source of 

disagreement in workers' compensation; that is, the accessibility of disability income 

converts a medically-based problem into a labor supply decision that is defenseless to the 

problem of moral danger. Employers are frequently doubtful of the legality of the 

disability, whether or not recovery has took place, and/or whether workers are in fact 

healthy but using workers' compensation as paid vacation or retirement benefits (Parsons, 

1984). Injured workers frequently feel they are owed something for their pain and fear 

being cheated out of what is fairly theirs. If the employment association becomes 
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sufficiently tense, doubt about future job security as well as income becomes dominant 

issues. This lack of mutual trust coupled with a vague labor force status creates an 

environment that fosters disagreement (Roberts, 1992).  

Conclusion 

The human costs linked with occupational accidents and illnesses should be 

passed on to consumers through the prices of goods as well as services. Determinations 

of fault with admiration to the causation of such accidents are needless and inefficient. A 

covered employer is legally responsible to pay a covered employee (or survivors) 

statutory benefits on account of bodily injury or death by accident occurring out of and in 

the route of employment or by disease contracted due to the nature of the employment, in 

either case devoid of the regard to fault.  

Adequate benefits comprise medical operating expense devoid of restraint and 

limited insurance for loss of wage-earning capacity or death. The employee's right to 

such benefits is the employee's elite remedy in opposition to the employer, that is, it 

totally replaces common-law rights as well as remedies. It does not put back such rights 

as well as remedies against persons other than the employer, but double recoveries are 

not allowed.  

The insured employer is compelled to pay premiums to the insurer in accord with 

the typical policy, which fits in filed as well as approved manuals of rates, classifications, 

rules, and rating plans. The workers compensation rating system ought to be self-

sufficient on a pre-funded foundation, including a sensible profit for insurers, and 

justifiably distribute among all insured employers the cost of offering benefits. All good-

faith employers ought to be able to get hold of workers compensation insurance from a 
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consistent source. The payment of workers compensation benefits by insurers ought to be 

guaranteed totally and as firmly as possible. 
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